FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 

GROVEPORT
Preschool & Children’s 

Ministries Handbook
We would like to welcome you to First Baptist Church, Groveport. Our goal is to help boys and girls connect with God and discover His special plan for their lives. We consider it an awesome privilege and a God-given responsibility to teach preschoolers and children in a loving and caring manner. We look forward to working and ministering with you and your family.

This handbook is provided for you so that you will understand the policies we have put into place at First Baptist Church.  We are committed to providing a safe, secure, and nurturing environment for all our children.  Thank you for cooperating with us in following these policies. Thank you for entrusting your children to our care.  

If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact us at (614) 491-8236. 

“Jesus said, Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.” (Matthew 19:14)
PARENT’S GUIDELINES

We are committed to providing a safe and friendly environment for your child. We want you and your child to have a very happy and rewarding experience. Please help us by following these suggested guidelines:

· Do not leave your child in the Preschool or Children’s rooms unattended. If you arrive early, please wait patiently with your child until a worker arrives to register your child. Children may not be in the classrooms without authorized adult supervision.

· To avoid congestion at the Registration/Security Desk, it is recommended that only one parent drop off or pick up a child.  

· Please be patient when checking in or picking up your child. The Registration/Security Desk is often a very busy and congested area and we appreciate your patience and cooperation.
· Please label all of your child’s personal belongings (bags, bottles, Bibles, etc.).
· Please refrain from bringing toys from home other than those that might be needed for security (blanket, favorite stuffed animal, etc.). We provide books, toys and other items for play and learning for your child while they are in our care.

· Please pick up your child promptly after the service or scheduled activity is completed.

· Please complete a Child Registration Card for each of your children. These cards are available at the Registration/Security Desk.

Thank you again for allowing us the privilege of teaching your children. We welcome the opportunity to work and minister together with you and your family.

The Security Team at First Baptist Church is committed to providing a safe environment for all children who attend here. In order to ensure the safety of all children, certain procedures need to be followed.

“Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it.” 

                           (Proverbs 22:6)
SECURITY & SAFETY 

INFORMATION

The Security Team at First Baptist Church is committed to providing a safe environment for all children who attend here. In order to ensure the safety of all children, certain procedures need to be followed.
ARRIVAL PROCEDURES:

►Parents/guardians report to Registration/Security Desk with their child.

►First time visitors will be asked to complete a Child Registration Card to inform us of allergies, health conditions, contact information, etc.

►Security personnel will issue a number to the parent/guardian of children birth through kindergarten. (Numbers will not be issued for 1-6 grades).

►Security personnel will then escort your child to their classroom.

►In the event the parent/guardian is needed someone will personally summon you.

The parent/guardian must report immediately to the Registration/Security Desk.

DEPARTURE PROCEDURES:

►Following the 10:30 service a parent/guardian needs to retrieve children promptly.

►For children birth through kindergarten report to the Registration/Security Desk, turn in the number, then Security personnel will retrieve and return your child.

► Parent/guardian’s need to report to room #110 for pick up of 1st-4th grade children, or report to room #111 for 5th-6th grade students. 

We thank you for assisting us in providing a safe environment for your child by helping enforce these procedures.

For the safety and protection of your children and the teachers, security cameras are in the children’s wing classrooms and hallway. There is a monitor at the Registration/Security Desk for you to check on your child at any time.

“Then you will walk safely in your way, and your foot will not stumble. When you lie down, you will not be afraid; Yes, you will lie down and your sleep will be sweet.”




          (Proverbs 3:23-24)

HEALTH POLICIES
In order to ensure the safety and health of all our teachers and children, we ask that you do not bring your children to church if they have any of the following symptoms:

· Fever within the past 24 hours

· Runny nose with colored discharge

· Sore throat

· Severe coughing

· Respiratory infection

· Vomiting and/or diarrhea within the past 24 hours

· Pink Eye

· Head or body lice

· Undiagnosed rash

· Open skin lesions or infection (boils, ringworm, impetigo, etc.)

· Symptoms of childhood contagious diseases such as chicken pox, scarlet fever, measles, mumps, Fifths disease, whooping cough, etc.
If your child should become ill while in our care, you will be asked to come and pick them up immediately. Our teachers are not permitted to administer any medications (prescription or non-prescription). If your child requires any medication while at First Baptist Church, please come back to the Preschool/Children’s area to administer it to them.

We ask that you notify the church office (614-491-8236) if your child should contract any contagious disease, such as chicken pox, so that we might be able to inform the parents of other children who may have been exposed.  

Please let us know if your child has any allergies or medical conditions.

We thank you for your cooperation.
“Cast all your cares upon Him, because He cares about you.” (1 Peter 5:7)
TEACHING POLICIES

& EXPECTATIONS
Because each child is different, we are committed to meeting the needs of all children by providing a variety of teaching and learning experiences.  

· All directors, teachers, and leaders are members of First Baptist Church.

· All workers in our Preschool and Children’s department have had background checks.

· All workers have been elected by the church to serve in the Preschool and Children’s department.

· Workers are growing Christians who are called by God to work with preschoolers and children.

· Our workers are committed to helping preschoolers and children learn that God loves them and has a plan for their lives.

· Our workers are committed to being prepared to teach the boys and girls.
“Let my teaching fall like rain and my word settle like dew, like gentle rain on new grass and showers on tender plants.”  (Deuteronomy 32:2)

DISCIPLINE PROCEDURES
All boys and girls need limits and boundaries.  We will work in a positive and loving way to help children to know what appropriate and inappropriate behavior is. In most cases, we will be able to provide a redirection when inappropriate behavior is displayed. If this is not effective, we will use a brief time out system or a temporary exclusion from the group or activity. After the time out, the teacher will talk to the child and explain that even though their actions were not acceptable they are still loved and very special. We will reinforce positive behavior and help children to think about their actions. If misbehavior persists, parents will be notified.

We will encourage the boys and girls to respect their teachers and their friends and also to have respect for God’s house. We will do our best to deal with behavior problems individually and in a loving way. Please let us know if there are situations that your child is experiencing that may affect his or her behavior. This will help us to minister to them more effectively.  

“Be kind and compassionate to one another.” (Ephesians 4:32)
OPPORTUNITIES 

FOR PRESCHOOLERS & 

THEIR PARENTS
CONNECTION GROUPS - Every Sunday at 9:00 a.m. we provide age-appropriate classes for preschoolers to learn Bible truths and concepts to help them learn and grow. The following classes are provided for birth through kindergarten:

· Birth - 18 months

· 19 months  (1 1/2) - 30 months (2 1/2)

· 31 months (2 1/2) -  42 months (3 1/2)

· 4 yrs - Kindergarten

EXTENDED SESSION - During the morning worship service, we provide extended teaching care for children; birth through kindergarten. Our teachers provide a loving, caring, and fun environment where Bible truths are shared. These Bible-learning experiences help to lay foundations for a preschooler’s faith in Jesus Christ.
PRESCHOOLERS - A class for preschoolers is offered during any of our scheduled service times: Sunday morning, Sunday evening, Wednesday evening, revivals, and any other special services held at First Baptist Church.  

MISSION FRIENDS - In Mission Friends, preschoolers develop mission attitudes and concepts. They become aware of God’s love for all people and realize that others need to hear about Jesus. Kids learn about missionaries and their work in North America and around the world. They also learn the joy of praying for and giving money to missionaries. Mission Friends meet each Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. during the school year.

MORE THAN A MOM’S GROUP - A group that offers a caring, supportive environment for moms to come together and share information concerning the ups and downs of child rearing. We provide special guest speakers, devotions and snacks...all designed to offer a “Time Out” for harried moms in today’s world. “More than a Mom’s Group” goes a step further and offers real friendship and biblical principles to help moms be all God designed them to be. Meetings are the second Thursday of each month September thru May at 6:30 p.m. 

“We love because He first loved us.”  (John 4:19)
OPPORTUNITIES FOR 

CHILDREN 
CONNECTION GROUP - Every Sunday at 9:00 a.m. we provide classes for our school age children to learn Bible truths and how they can apply them to their lives. The following classes are provided:

· 
Grade 1-2

· 
Grades 3-4

· 
Grades 5-6 

CHILDREN’S WORSHIP - Every Sunday at 10:30 a.m. an age appropriate worship service is provided for boys and girls in grades 1-4 and 5-6. We offer opportunities for them to experience praise and worship on their own level and a time for them to expand on what they have learned during their connection group.

GIRLS IN ACTION - Girls in Action (GA’s) is mission’s education for girls in grades 1-6.  GA’s is designed to help girls grow spiritually and to learn about missions here in the United States and around the world. GA’s meet each Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. during the school year.
ROYAL AMBASSADORS - Royal Ambassadors (RA’s) is mission’s education for boys in grades 1-6. The RA Motto, “We are Ambassadors for Christ,” not only gives the group its name, but it also gives the boys and their leaders a lifestyle goal. RA’s meet each Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. during the school year.

UPWARD BASKETBALL, CHEERLEADING - Upward is an evangelistic sports ministry designed for grades K-6.  Upward promotes salvation, character, and self-esteem in all kids. Every child plays, every child learns, every child is a winner!

Basketball & Cheerleading sign ups are in October.
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL - Vacation Bible School (VBS) is a fun-filled, evangelistic outreach event for boys and girls age 4yrs - 6th grade. Bible study, crafts, missions, recreation, music, snacks and worship are all a part of this exciting week, held July 11-15, 2011. Sunday following the end of VBS is Family Day - a special time for the boys and girls to share what they have been doing during the week.

KC JAM (CHILDREN’S CHOIR) - KC Jam is for children in grades K-6. We learn and perform two musicals during the school year:  one for Christmas and one in early May. We also learn some basic music skills and learn to use our voices and instruments to praise God. KC JAM meets each Sunday at 6:00 p.m. September through May.

“Serve the Lord with gladness; come before Him with joyful songs.”                                   (Psalm 100:2, HCSB)

KIDS KLUB CHILD CARE
Kids Klub is a licensed daycare of First Baptist Church where children are cared for in a loving Christian environment.  

Our Purpose, Philosophy, and Goals

Kids Klub was established to provide quality, loving care for children 6 weeks thru 6th grade. We believe the staff of Kids Klub is the heart of the ministry. We feel that children view themselves through the attitude and actions of those who care for them. Our goal is to surround our children in an atmosphere of Christian love. Children develop attitudes in this environment that will enable them to reach their full, God-given potential. We are committed to maintaining loving, caring, accepting, and forgiving relationships with each child and each other. The staff recognizes the importance of balanced growth so they provide opportunities for mental, physical, and emotional growth through a variety of creative experiences.  Children are encouraged to learn and explore at their own speed in areas that interest them.  

“...and Jesus kept increasing in wisdom (mental), stature (physical), and in favor with God (spiritual), and men (social).”  (Luke 2:52)  
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